
. Tft'OMAS EGP:N
Mayor > ~ ,

.) ~AmICIA AWADA
"-.~'j£ABLOMQUIST
. ~DRA Ii... MASIN

" THEODORE WACHTER
Counca Members

THOM.AS HEDGES
City Administrator

July 8, 1998

Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

,/
Ex Parte Letter Re: Cases FL 91-171; FO 91-301

Dear Secretary Salas:

Enclosed are two (2) copies ofan ex parte presentation in the above-referenced
proceedings.

Sincerely, ~

~d;L
Thomas A Egan
Mayor
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MUNICIPAL CENTER
3830 PILOT KNOB ROAD
EAGAN. MINNESOTA 55122-1897
PHONE: (612) 681-4600
FAX: (612) 681-4612

. TOD: (612) 454-8535
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" 'J\".//,1July 7, 1998

, j- --"'"' -, ..' I':' , "./' 1,·_Chamnan WIlham Keririard" L.. ~. i- f")
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

, Ex Parte Filing in cases FO 91-171; FO 91-301
. .. - .~. ' . '- ~,-.. ~. ,

, Dear Chainnan Kennard: .
...4.~-":~-~k:-r_ '.,/<-.. r-. '1'... _·¥t.f:':>._~;~h:"; :)...

~-, "'., ~. ''{ ,{ ; -_.,' r ~" - __'F:e':.
The thy ofEagan, Minnesota requests that you reject the prOposed changet,o. e "ergency ert

·,'~ruIes. As our cable system's BAS has served us well for almostl5."YcarS, weJire vtir! concerned about
.' the negative effect your new rules will have on our coniniUniiY·&j6,OQO'cable,,·,··;~,,~.~~t~:~fLi'f"':; .~

" ' ~. ',' ";;' .' ' .\,.-~~t..1:~_~;; . >'~k";~ :t;'~,,'"T,;:

The concept that the broadcast stations will be able to serVe.,JoCal DeedS Wi '. ;' '.' •vised 'emergencY 'aIert
,rules is not entirely accurate. The Minneapolis/St. Paul metro'area)'@PPioxfulately 75 milesacros~ with
, Eagan on the southern boundary. While the broadcasters provideusefUI iIlformation;"only our local cable ".'
system has the capability ofalerting our re~id~~ to.specificr_~,~~g~ i~fl~g~?t~}y. : .~
storms but also other types ofemergency SItuations. Let me proVldC :o recent examples. ";;'~~"'{'2''t;

: '.~. --:~-S~-}:;-("~:~ '<~'~')J.:,:.~"~
'~',li~<'.,'_ -,

Within a period of two weeks this May, our community was hit Wltwo severe stonns, causing millions
" ".,'. ;t." 1lI"-~~!l"'tI'r~.'-<d~,'l";;"',," '.','.

ofdollars in damage. At any given moment, the majority ofcable.Vi~ 3l'ewatching more of the-non-
broadcast channels combined than the broadcast channels, and it ii:t;ytrbsiniiting the BAS.on all the '
channels, that we are able to alert our community in a timelyfashiOIL"-JD fact, part ofour briefbut specific
EAS announcement includes turning to the broadcast channelsfOim~inroimatioi1.· While we cannot
directly attrIbute the cable system's EAS to minimizing the numbef~of.injuries in the recent stonns, which
were very few, it must be assumed it has helped numerous time~'OVeithe yCais.... '-"J:,' . ,r
': - :i!:'~~~$(~~~' .~;~.:f'rr>" "'~:::
As a result of the second devastating stonn, our neighboring,jomt-PowerS ca Ie franchised city",
BurnsVille called a "state ofemergency.n The City ofBumsville usett the BAS to inform those residents,

_','. ''t., 'l C"." . "::-,.~--*.'''< :~',' """.::,--t,",!, __"e. ,"".

who still had electricity, to turn to the government access channelfor iJPdates'andspecificannouncements
germane to only their residents. No broadcast channel can be th1s 'sPc9.mc in nature. '!> ' 'f

,.:~~,.,); ,,;*ij~; . :" >; ,
For almost 15 years, our cable system's EAS has perhaps beeI1. e~g1e moSt important aspect ofour
cable television system. It has become a demonstrated and yaliiabl(need of the cable franchise. To
eliminate our local authority to continue the EAS in our renewed franchise could put our residents at an
wmecessary risk. This does not make sense. Please reconsider the pioposed·rules. Thank you. ':~
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